Spring Branch Family!
Let’s Pray First!
We serve, follow, and worship a BIG God and I believe that He is
going to do BIG things in our lives, our families, our church, and
our communities. We are planting seeds of faith and trust during
this 21 Day journey that will lead to an immeasurable harvest.
Prayer moves the hand of God and brings God’s influence in
situations and ways that we cannot always understand,
comprehend, or imagine.
More than ever, we are in desperate need of the move of God in
our lives, our families, our church, and our communities. Prayer is
the first step in navigating this journey with the hope and
assurance of Jesus. We know that only our God holds the future
in His hands, and we have complete access to Him through
prayer!
Many times, we act first and then want God to help our
situation; however, prayer should be our first response, not our
last resort.
As we go on this journey over the next 21 days, you will see that
every day there is one topic, a corresponding verse, and a prayer
starter for that day. The Word of God is one of the most
valuable tools we have to build a dynamic daily prayer life. It
brings power, truth, and encouragement to our prayer time, and
it has the ability to dissolve fear, worry and anxiety as we place
our trust in His promises.

Our intent is to have this guide help you find a new level of
purpose, effectiveness, and enjoyment in your prayer life. While
prayer does take commitment and can require discipline to
develop into a daily habit, we also want to remember that it’s a
“get to” not a “got to.” It’s a privilege to be able to come to God
in prayer!
When you discover the beauty of daily conversation with God,
you’ll experience His life-changing presence! You’ll be reminded…
- Before the day begins
- Before you go to bed
- Before you go to work or school
- Before you send that text
- Before you eat, drive or travel
- Before you worry….in every situation….
PRAY FIRST!
Prayer changes everything!
Let’s go!

Day 1
Alignment
Read: Mark 9:14-29
A recent study was conducted by a car insurance
company revealing that the average person drives
over 250 extra miles every year due to being lost. This
is primarily the result of being too stubborn to ask for
help and instead, attempting to figure out the way
ourselves. The reality is when we refuse to ask for
help, 10 miles in the wrong direction results in a 20-mile
misstep once we backtrack and return to the right
route. Not only can we get lost while on a journey
physically, but the truth is we can often be unsure
where we are to go spiritually. Whether it is
navigating problems in life, needing wisdom in a
situation, or activating our faith to believe God for
more, if we are not careful, we can find ourselves
stubbornly depending on our own strength and
limited knowledge instead of asking for guidance. If we
are not careful, we can find ourselves stubbornly
depending on our own strength and limited
knowledge instead of aligning our lives with God’s will.
In Mark 9:14-29 we find the disciples in a similar
situation. Jesus had sent the disciples with His
authority to cast out demons, heal the sick, and
preach the message of repentance.

the disciples were successful at the outset of their
mission but then encounter a demon they are unable
to remove from its control on a young boy. They had
commanded demons to leave before, so why was this
child different?
The disciples did not lack the authority; the object of
their dependence had shifted. They began to operate
in their own limited power instead of God’s unlimited
power. Each day we need to stop and align ourselves
with God’s Word and God’s plan for our lives.
One of the primary benefits of prayer is that it
increases our dependence on God. It boosts our faith
to believe that anything is possible and gives us the
power to activate the authority that God has
promised us. Be encouraged that God’s empowering
presence is available to you and He is able to overcome
any situation when we depend on Him!
Personal Prayer
Where are you out of step with God today?
What do you need to do to re-align yourself with Him?
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that during these 21 Days of Prayer that God
would renew, refresh, and revive us.

Day 2
Draw Close to God
Read: James 4:8
Have you ever had premium seats at a sporting
event? Just a few years ago, I was at a World
Cup soccer tournament and was close enough that I
could hear the players talking to each other, see their
eyes, smell the grass, and sense the speed of the
game. Proximity matters! Whether it is a sporting
event, a concert, or your child’s recital we place a high
value on having great seats so we can feel close to
the action, as if we are participating.
Moses said to God that it was His presence that
made them distinct in all the earth. If His
presence did not go with them; Moses did not want
to go. Do we really want God’s presence?
Do we believe that God’s presence makes us distinct
in all the earth? Do we even care to be?
distinct, or better yet, set apart from the world? It
may be easy to answer yes, but what does our
yes truly mean?
The promise of James 4:8 gives us hope that we can
be in the presence of God. As the gathered church,
individually and corporately, we are the temple of the
Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16). We need His presence, you
need His presence, I need His presence.
Words are cheap, but our call to action is that we

Words are cheap, but our call to action is that we
MUST draw near to God through Jesus so that He will
draw near to us.
How do we draw near? Through repentance! We must
cleanse our hands and purify our hearts. In other words,
we must turn from sin and the way of the world. Why
not begin by making it a daily practice to “confess our
sins, and let Him purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1
Jn. 1:9) We must turn from sin and the pattern of this
world. My hope is that we will each find ourselves
practicing a pattern of learning to sit in God’s presence
so much so that we can’t possibly imagine going
another day without Him or even the next hour
without leaning on Him.
Personal Prayer
Pray that you will draw close to God today.
Spring Branch Prayer
We are entering a critical time in the life of our church
and our prayer is that we corporately humble ourselves
in pursuit of God’s presence, knowing that He will honor
His word and draw near to us. Pray for people that have
walked away from God will return to Him. Pray that we
will learn to repent from our sin and be humble enough
to confess our sin.

Day 3
Confession

Read: Psalm 32:3-5, Psalm 138:23-24
If you swallow too much food or the wrong kind of
food, you can easily ruin your health. However,
swallowing your sin can have even more disastrous
results.
One of the healthiest choices you can make is to fully
receive and embrace God’s forgiveness. Many people
are carrying around a stinky sack of sin. Carrying
around that sack won’t just make you ineffective for
serving Jesus; it’ll ruin your health, too.
An October 2013 study by scientists at Princeton
University and the University of Waterloo scientifically
verified what King David said centuries earlier: The
feelings we can have of being physically “weighed
down” by guilt are real.
God has given us a foolproof method for relief from
those soul and body-destroying feelings of guilt:
repentance. Repentance means to turn and change
direction. How do you repent?
Here’s a good way to start. Grab a piece of paper and
something to write with and make a list of habitual
sins in your life. This may not sound like a fun exercise
to do, but it can be a life-transforming one.

Take your time. Don’t rush it. Be specific. Write them
down, knowing you will be the only one to see this list.
You can tear it up after you’ve finished this exercise.
Accept your responsibility. The greatest holdup to
healing is you. Don’t rationalize your sin. Don’t minimize
it. You may not be 100 percent responsible but accept
the part that’s yours.
Ask for forgiveness. Believe that God will forgive you.
Ask him to forgive you based on what he promises in
the Bible (1 John 1:9). Don’t beg. Don’t bargain. Just
believe that God will forgive you.
Don’t put yourself at risk of spiritual heart disease. God
wants to use you. Come clean about your sin. Get a
fresh start. Be the person God created you to be.
Then see what God can do through you.
Personal Prayer
Make a list of sins you’ve never confessed to God.
Accept the blame for your failures and ask the Lord for
forgiveness for each sin on your list.
Are there some sins you struggle with confessing more
than others? Why?
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that we will all want to grow in our relationship
with God and have clean hands and pure hearts.

Day 4
Forgiveness
What is forgiveness? Forgiveness is a conscious,
deliberate decision to release feelings of resentment
or vengeance toward a person or group who has
harmed you, regardless of whether you feel they
actually deserve your forgiveness. To go before God
and ask Him to forgive your sins and wash you clean.
What forgiveness is not? Allowing the person you
have forgiven back into your life. Reconciling with the
person. Ignoring the transgression. Believing that
time alone heals all wounds. There are at least 127
verses in the Bible about forgiveness. Here are just a
few:
- Bear with each other and forgive one another if any
of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as
the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13
- Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, as God in Christ forgave. Ephesians 4:32
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

hen Peter came up and said to Him, “Lord, how often
will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say
to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.
Matthew 18:21-22
Forgiveness may look different for different situations
and relationships, but the method and message of
forgiveness that remains constant is that we see
ourselves or others as God sees us/them. We love
(want what’s best for ourselves/others) like God loves
us/them. God will give us a joy and peace when we
forgive others or when we go to Him and He forgives
us. Here are some areas you can pray over on
forgiveness. Let the Holy Spirit speak to your heart
regarding yourself and others and how you can forgive
or be forgiven.
Personal Prayer
What do you need to ask God to forgive?
Who do you need to forgive?
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that we will forgive others as Jesus forgave us.

Day 5
Reconciliation
Read Matthew 5:24, Colossians 1:20, & Romans 5:10
A great example of family reconciliation in the Bible is
in Genesis chapters 37-50, where we find the story of
Joseph and his family. His brothers sold him into
slavery, and after many years of trials and tribulation,
Joseph found favor with Pharaoh after interpreting a
dream. Pharaoh was so impressed with Joseph that
Pharaoh made Joseph the equivalent of Prime Minister
over all the land of Egypt.
Years later, a famine struck the whole region, and
Joseph’s brothers, that had sold him into slavery
years earlier, now came to Egypt to buy food.
Because of the years and distance, when they saw
Joseph, they did not recognize him, but he recognized
them.
Finally, on one of the visits back to Egypt for food,
Joseph told his brothers who he was. They were
initially concerned that Joseph would deal harshly
with them, but Joseph was so happy to see them and
to know his father was still alive. The brothers went
back and told Jacob that Joseph was alive and in
Egypt. The entire family came back to Egypt and the
Pharaoh (because of Joseph) allowed the family to
reside in Goshen where they prospered and were
reconciled as a family. reconciled to God.

The Bible tells us the Joseph had faith in God and he
told his brothers God sent him to Egypt not them. But
the best reconciliation in the Bible is God sending His
only Son, Jesus, to lay His life down for us so we can be
reconciled to God.
Personal Prayer
Ask God to show you if you need to be reconciled to
anyone. What steps would He have you to take?
Have you been reconciled to God? Do you have a
personal relationship with God through Jesus?
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that we would be a church of reconciliation and a
place where hurting people feel welcome.

Day 6
Thanksgiving
Read Colossians 4:2
So often, my days are defined by my attitude. If my
attitude and heart are right, my day goes smoother, I
can find joy in the little things, and I find it easier to
love and serve others. But if I’m tired, grumpy, or lost
in a cycle of negative thoughts, it feels like everything
around me is just harder. I’ve learned to catch myself
quickly when my attitude goes south, because I think
the enemy loves for us to be grumpy. If we are
grumpy, we are distracted, and if we are distracted,
we miss God’s holy mission for us for the day. Usually,
a few moments of reflection on all God has blessed me
with is one of the biggest attitude shifters for me.
Through this verse in Colossians we are reminded how
to keep our attitudes in check, through thankfulness.
As you go through your day today, commit to prayer
and offering your day to be used by Jesus and being
mindful of all God has blessed you with. Be watchful of
the enemy’s sneaky plans to pivot your thoughts
toward negativity and choose today to gain some
ground for the Kingdom with a thankful heart.

Personal Prayer
Think back on your life in the last 24 hours? What are
you thankful for during that time?
Thank God for at least 3 things you are grateful for in
your life?
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that we will be a grateful church that openly
acknowledges our dependence on God for all good
things.

Day 7
Worship
Read Colossians 1:16
Have you ever wondered who or what created the
heavens or even little things like flies? and ants? If so,
what caused you to think that there is someone
besides God who can bring things like that into
existence?
When we acknowledge the Creator of heaven and
earth it leaves no room or doubting our minds that
our Heavenly Father is the creator of the Universe.
Take a look around outside today and behold the
beauty of the sky and the things around you; and look
at how detailed our Father God is. Don’t you think
that if we serve a God who is that detailed in the
smallest things of His creation, like a fly or a tiny ant,
then think of how detailed the plan must be He has
for your life?
Take some time today to thank God for what He has
done for us in all creation. God loves it when we brag
on Him and about Him. Watch how He will begin to fill
your heart with joy!

Personal Prayer
A simple definition of worship is declaring God’s worth
in our life. How much is God worth to you? How does
His worth in your life affect the way that you use your
time, talents, and treasure?
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that we will learn to worship God in spirit and in
truth and that we will become extravagant worshipers
of our God.

Day 8
Listen to God
Read 1 Samuel 3:9
Listening for God is an important life skill, and God is
not silent. We live in a noisy culture that often speaks
in ways that are contrary to God’s voice. It can be
difficult to hear God if we are more in tune with the
voice of this world.
As we listen for God, we will be more in tune with his
leading in our lives. Eli mentored Samuel by teaching
him how to respond to God’s voice: “Speak, Lord, for
your servant is listening”—in other words, “I am ready
to hear what you have to say, and I am ready to
obey!”
God speaks to us in many ways. He speaks through
creation, giving testimony to his faithfulness and
creativity. He speaks through his Word, where we
come to understand his salvation and purpose for us.
He speaks through wise mentors in our lives. He
speaks through life situations, opening and closing
doors. God speaks by his Holy Spirit, equipping us
with gifts and passions to use for service in his
kingdom.
How are you experiencing God’s leading in your life?
Are you listening attentively for God’s voice?

Personal Prayer
Today, spend some time listening to God. Ask Him
what He wants to tell you.
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that Spring Branch would follow God’s plan for us.

Day 9
Obedience
Read 1 John 2:5-6
Our first and greatest commandment is this: “Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, soul and mind” (Matthew 22:37).
If you’re anything like me, I tend to pass over that part of this
scripture and move toward the next commandment Jesus
gives his disciples; love others as yourself. It’s not that I don’t
think the first one is important; I just tend to write it off as,
“Well, of course, I love God, I’m good with that part, it’s the
second command that I need to work on.” But if I’m honest
with myself I’m forced to face this question: Am I spending
any serious amount of thought on how I can love God well?
After all, it is the greatest commandment I’ve been given. The
type of love that God calls us to isn’t just a feeling or a state
of being. Love is an action. It requires sacrifice and work, and
the apostle John gives us a really clear definition of what it
means to love God in one of his letters to the church:
1 John 2:5-6 “But if anyone obeys His word, love for God is
truly made complete in them. This is how we know we are in
Him: Whoever claims to live in Him must live as Jesus did.”
According to John, obedience walks hand in hand with loving
God. Obeying His commands and following what His word
says is our single greatest act of love toward our Creator.
But He doesn’t just stop there. Even though He is wholly and
completely worthy of our love, worship, and devotion, He
goes even further promising us in His word that blessings will
follow our obedience:

Leviticus 26:3-4 “If you follow my decrees and are careful
to obey my commands, I will send you rain in its season,
and the ground will yield its crops and the trees their
fruit.”
Deuteronomy 28:2 “All these blessings will come on you
and accompany you if you obey the Lord your God.”
We serve a loving and generous God who promises us
good things, plans to prosper us when we walk in
obedience to Him. Consider now this verse:
Luke 6:47-49 “As for everyone who comes to me and hears
my words and puts them into practice, I will show you
what they are like. They are like a man building his house,
who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock.
When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but
could not shake it, because it was well built. But the one
who hears my words and does not put them into practice
is like a man who built a house on the ground without a
foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house,
it collapsed, and its destruction was complete.”
Personal Prayer
The more we are obedient to God, the more our
relationship grows with Him. He’s not trying to control us,
but to help us live the life He created us to live. Ask God
to show you where you can grow in your obedience to
Him.
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that we will trust God and grow in intimacy with Him
by obeying Him.

Day 10
Generosity
Read Philippians 2:3-4
Generosity is one of the hardest spiritual practices but also
one of the most rewarding. Paul in his letter to the
Philippians, spends the first part of chapter 2 reminding us of
the sacrifice Jesus made for us and how we should respond
by living in the same sacrificial and generous way, putting the
needs of others in front of our own. Most of the time it would
be a lot easier and require less of us to be selfish or simply to
ignore or live unaware of the needs of those around us.
As followers of Christ we were never called to live an easy
comfortable life, and we weren’t called to live a self-absorbed
and selfish life. When we choose to follow Jesus, we are
entrusted with the responsibility to love others with an
abundantly generous heart. When we are generous with our
time, energy, and resources we have the privilege of bringing
tiny tastes of Heaven to earth. Today as go through your
day, ask God for an abundantly generous heart and watch
what He will do, you won’t be disappointed.
God, we confess our selfish desires to you today. It’s so easy
to get caught up in our plans, our desires, and our wants that
we miss what you have for us. Grow our community into an
abundantly generous people. May we have eyes to see the
needs of our family, our co-workers, the people we interact
with at the grocery store, the vulnerable in our community,
and anyone else we interact with on the daily.

Give us boldness to take risks and trust you with our
time, our energy and our resources. We are humbled by
the sacrifice of your son on the cross, may we live
sacrificially in response. We love you.
Personal Prayer
Pray that God would give you the courage to be
generous as He presents opportunities for you to be
generous today with your time, energy, and resources.
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that we would become extravagantly generous
people, just as God is extravagantly generous with us.

Day 11
Marriages
Read 1 Peter 4:8
What is the secret to happily ever after!! Is it a myth, a
fairytale, the visual manufacturing of Disney storytelling or
Lifetime to craft such a magnificent appeal? Have you
wondered why what you expected marriage to be like, and
what it is in real time doesn’t quite match up? What is
marriage, and why would God have created it in the first
place? Does marriage help me grow in my relationship with
God? In other words, what is the purpose of marriage, and
more importantly is there a unique purpose for mine?
Whether you have been married 50 years or 5 months, or are
thinking about marriage, knowing the “why” behind God’s
design for marriage will help us and remind us.
Here’s the truth. God ordained marriage and said that “two
become one,” and that “two are better than one.” He also
says KEEP loving earnestly.
This is important because it is progressive, like marriage. I
remember the first time I saw my wife, and then three and a
half years later would lock eyes with her again as she was like
an angel walking down the aisle toward me. At that moment, I
never thought I could love her more, but with the turbulent
narrative of life it has caused us to have a deeper, more
committed love than I could have ever imagined on that day.
While this is true, we still fight, we still disagree, we still
change the way the toilet paper roll sits even though I have
clearly expressed my opinion that the right answer is OVER
and not UNDER.

In all these things, God provides us a picture of growth
and work.
Marriage takes work and a commitment not only to one
another but also to Christ.
Secondly, Peter also tells us that “love covers many sins.”
This means that marriage is two saints who sin together.
Remember, your spouse is a saint who sins, in need of the
grace of God. Perhaps you have prayed for patience and
God has answered your prayers with your husband/wife?
H. Norman Wright states that less than 3% of married
couples have set goals for their marriage. What is your
purpose for your marriage? Maybe today you could sit
down and write one out together and find out the secret
to holy ever after is summed up in walking more
intimately with Jesus daily and praying for your spouse
the same.
Personal Prayer
Pray that your marriage would be totally dependent on
God.Ask your spouse how you can pray for them, and
then pray together with them.
Spring Branch Prayer
● Pray for those that are married that they will fight for
the commitment of marriage.
● Pray for those that are divorced, hurt, and suffering
from a broken relationship.
● Pray for our church community to be mentors for new
or starting out married couples.

Day 12
Families
God loves families. The Bible is full of references to families.
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the
land that the Lord your God is giving you. -- Exodus 20:12
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her.” -- Ephesians 5:25
Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of children is
their fathers. -- Proverbs 17:6
But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for
members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever. -- 1 Timothy 5:8
If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, you
shall support him as though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he
shall live with you.” God clearly values the family unit. -- Leviticus 25:35

One of the most direct examples of the kingdom of God on the
earth is the family. God longs to use the love between family
members to tell the world of his love as the Creator and Father of
all. As believers, we must choose to love continually, forgive, help,
and pursue strong relationships with those God has given us as
our family.
You are not a member of your family by mistake. Psalm 139:13 says,
“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my
mother’s womb.” God formed you perfectly for your family. He had
plans for you and your family before the formation of the heavens

and the earth. And he has placed your family on the earth
intentionally and purposefully. He has incredible plans for a
family that will pursue love for each other and walk in his
eternal purposes.
Your heavenly Father knows the peculiarities of your family. He
knows their weaknesses, trials, and temptations. But he also
longs to empower you with grace to love them. He longs to
use you to restore your family to him so that you might
experience the wonders of God-filled family relationships.
The Bible offers us clear and loving direction on family, in spite
of what may have happened in the past. are not suggestions
based on how your family has treated you in the past,
because He wants the best for you. God knows that there are
wounds from your family. He knows that loving them can be
difficult, especially when your love isn’t reciprocated. But He is
calling you to a lifestyle of grace-filled love for those He has
specifically given to you. He will provide for you all the courage,
strength, power, and grace you need. He longs to help you
love your family into restoration. Have patience with them.
Pray constantly for them. And love them as your Lord Jesus
has loved you: passionately, faithfully, and gracefully.
Personal Prayer
Pray for your family. Ask God to empower you to love your
family well today and to show you how you can love them.
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that God would encourage, edify, and equip families at
Spring Branch to be the families that He desires them to be.

Day 13
Men
Read Psalm 1
Thomas Jefferson said it first, although legendary film
producer Samuel Goldwyn is attributed with making the line
slicker and more famous: "The harder I work, the luckier I get."
We might say it like this: “The more I grow in my relationship
with Jesus, the better my life becomes.”
We've all seen people who overachieve—in sports, in business,
in all kinds of professions. We've seen young football players
from Division II directional schools who get signed as
undrafted free agents, make the final cut, fill in for an injured
starter, then turn low expectations into a Pro Bowl season.
Hard work? Knowing the right people? Being in the right
place at the right time? God? You decide.
The person who wrote Psalm 1 in the Bible talked about the
man who doesn't kid around when it comes to keeping his
nose in the Scriptures. "Day and night" he makes learning
God's Word a passionate pursuit. As a result, "he is like a tree
planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does
prospers" (Psalm 1:3). Good genes? Brilliance? Building a great
network? A great sense of timing? God!
There's something about a man who reads and studies his
Bible, not to win theological arguments, but just because he
wants his life to be shaped, governed, and directed by God's
ultimate truth. Psalm 119:98 says it makes him smarter than
his enemies. Proverbs 1:4 says it transforms a young,

inexperienced man into someone who's shrewd and clever,
who knows the ropes.
Men have a great resource to grow into Godly men within
arm’s reach. How might God prosper you if you put more
effort into knowing Him through His Word?
Personal Prayer
Pray that God would encourage you to be more immersed
in His Word and to know Him more.
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that men at Spring Branch would become men that
eagerly embrace a growing relationship with Christ
through becoming men deeply connected to God’s Word.

Day 14
Women
Read Luke 1:45
Have you ever planted seeds and expected an immediate
harvest? Any woman who has ever given birth knows well a
season of growth precedes any good work completed. Just
as 40 weeks of growth in a mother’s womb precedes the birth
of a healthy child, so too must we realize God has a season of
growth planned for us on this earth before He calls us to our
heavenly home. He has promised that to us!
In Luke 1:45, we read the word “fulfillment.” God is true to His
word, always. What He has spoken into us is His blessing for
us. We must believe Him for it. Easier said than done. Life will
bring challenges, obstacles, and times where we will feel all
we are doing is planting seeds with no sign of the harvest
that is to come. But the first part of the verse says “Blessed
is she who believed!” Remember that when the struggle is
real and the days are long, God simply calls us to believe.
That part is our job. The fulfillment is His alone. So in all you
do, plant seeds of belief… in your own life and that of others.
The Master Gardener will grow those seeds into something
more beautiful than we ever could.

Personal prayer:
Where is your unbelief blocking the blessings God wants
to bring to fulfillment in your life? Doubt your doubts, not
your God. Ask Him to build your belief and strengthen
your assurance in the fulfillment of His promises.
Spring Branch prayer:
Pray for God to knit our people together in such a way
that ur belief is stronger than our doubts.
For evidence of His goodness and promises to be revealed
as our belief strengthens.

Day 15
Children and Students
Read John 7:38, John 16:33
Make Waves! What you do today can change the world
around you! This was the message that was presented to
our kids during our annual Palooza.
We showed them that God designed each of them to be
uniquely capable of creating change by how they treat
others at home, school, and in the world. For one week our
kids were poured into and learned that regardless of what
the world tells them, they are loved and uniquely created by
God to love others the way that Jesus loves us. And here’s
the best part, they were reminded that when they follow
Jesus (who made huge waves everywhere He went), they
don’t have to do it alone!
It was a message that so many of our kids needed to hear
and, for some, it was a message that they heard for the first
time. It’s our hope that the lessons they learned during their
time with us will equip them as they head back to school in
just a few weeks. Back to an environment where the
messages can be very confusing and filled with a host of
distractions: social media, YouTube, sports, video games,
friend/peer groups.

Personal Prayer
Pray that God will tell you today what He wants you to
do to help Him transform His world.
Spring Branch Prayer
Today, pray that all our kids, despite the distractions,
remember that God loves them, will always love them,
and will always be there for them. That they were made
for a purpose, pray that they are inspired to see that
they have the potential to make an incredible, lasting
impact on their world, and they understand that it takes
thoughtful time and effort. And above all else, it takes
God to grow and shape them into who He wants them to
become.

Day 16
Leaders
Read Romans 13:1 & Hebrews 13:17

When it comes to the leaders that have been placed in our
life, God calls us to honor them and submit ourselves to their
authority. This applies to every type of leader in our lives, be
it a boss, a parent, or a governing official. Leadership is a
heavy burden and an honorable one, so it’s important that we
support the leaders that God has appointed over us and
cover them in prayer.

Personal Prayer
Pray now for the leaders that God has placed in your life.
Start at the most personal level for you (family and
friends) and then move outward (work, church, governing
officials, law enforcement, etc.) Perhaps God is placing a
specific leader on your hear. Feel free to follow that
prompting. Wherever God prompts you to pray, let us
surround all of our leaders with prayer and intercession.
Spring Branch Prayer
God has given so many gifted leaders at Spring Branch.
Spend time today praying for the leaders that God leads
you to pray for.

Day 17
Volunteers
Read Galatians 5:13
I have been attending our church for over 20 years now. It is
one of my favorite places to be, but it has not always been
that way. As a young mother and wife working a full-time job,
it was my place to seek refuge on a Sunday morning or
Wednesday night. I would sink into a comfy seat in the
worship center and sometimes I listened and sometimes I
didn’t. My whole purpose was to be alone and to be still.
What I didn't realize was that God was sowing seeds in my
heart in that stillness. He was beckoning me to more while I
was aiming for less. I sat in the same seat for almost 8 years.
Looking back now I am shocked how long I sat there but also
how long I was allowed to sit there and not be noticed. What
God taught me during that time was that I was made to
serve others.
God has graciously gifted me with the ability to really see
others and meet them right where they are. I was so caught
up in soothing myself from the cruel world and challenges of
marriage and parenting that I was in survival mode. But the
truth is I was lying to myself. I was withdrawing and isolating
when God calls us into community.
I went to my first women's ministry gathering and found
other women going through similar struggles. I also met
women older than me that shared their wisdom and gave me
hope.

These women served me humbly with love and grace.
That is what I needed all those years. The way those
women served and loved me gave me the urge to also
serve.
Jesus gives us this example all throughout the Bible. He
led by example. Mark 10:45 reads,”For even the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”
I did not grow up in church so I was not shown that
service is the way. It took a group of women to show me
what serving others looks like and what it felt like. It lit a
fire in me that still burns bright today. Consider how you
can serve the church. While volunteering is a huge part of
what makes ministry happen; it is when serving humbly
that God uses You and teaches you. More often then not
I am more blessed by serving in ministry than I am a
blessing. I love how God uses our obedience for His glory
and to shape us into strong and courageous followers of
Jesus!
Personal Prayer
Ask God to lead you to serve others for Him. Ask Him to
let you see people today the way that He sees them.
Spring Branch Prayer
Ask God to stir the hearts of our people to use their
gifts and time to serve at Spring Branch! Ask Him to
make us a church known for how we love others. Let’s
pray boldly that we have so many hearts stirred toward
service that we become overwhelmed by the outpouring
of our people!

Day 18
Small Groups
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:8 & 2 Timothy 2:2
Have you ever flown alone on an airplane and then made the
same trip with a whole group of people? That is a completely
different experience! In fact, from the moment you get in a
vehicle, to unloading at the drop-off, through security,
getting food, to the gate, waiting around when there’s a
delay to finally sitting on the plane, it is very simple by
yourself but an altogether different experience with a group.
A few years ago I had the opportunity to travel on an
international trip with 25 adults and college students. While I
had done the trip many times by myself, the adventure and
learning I discovered when experiencing the nuances of travel
were incredibly valuable to my personal development.
In the same way, for those of us that are Christ-followers we
have been invited into a journey and while there are times we
find ourselves without companions, we are NEVER ALONE!
God has promised us that He is “with us.” While this is truth,
we also know that God designed us for relationships with us
and that there is purpose in those relationships on the
journey we are on.
We are to be in relationships that encourage us, sharpen us,
hold us accountable, and spur us on in the faith. This is why
we are reminded by the words of Paul the apostle that one of
the most powerful things in our lives is

the sharing of lives together pursuant of the same
mission. He also says that we have the purpose of
“entrusting” what God is doing in us and teaching us to
share that with others. This is the power of multiplication
in the life of a disciple.
Do you have someone in your life right now that you are
mentoring, encouraging, and spurring on in their faith?
God doesn’t always use the smartest guy in the room,
but a willing spirit. So are small groups worth it? No
matter the name given, the beauty of believers living in
community is God’s plan for us to grow and then take
others on the journey with us. Therefore, the answer is a
resounding YES!
Personal Prayer
Pray that God would lead you to a group of people where
you can be discipled and help disciple them.
Spring Branch Prayer
● Pray for us to identify and train new leaders and coleaders for our groups.
● Pray for our groups to find a committed, consistency in
how they do life together.
● Pray for our church family to see the need for all of us
to be in community.
● Pray we would become better at caring for one another
within our groups.

Day 19
Revival
Read 2 Chronicles 7:14
While it may be easy for us living in the United States to
believe that Christianity is in decline, if we take a look at the
rest of the world, we see that there is a different picture
being painted. Christianity has been estimated to be growing
rapidly in South America, Africa, and Asia. In Africa, for
instance, in 1900, there were only 8.7 million adherents of
Christianity; now there are 390 million, and it is expected that
by 2025 there will be 600 million Christians in Africa.
What is going on? Why is it that in wealthy western
countries Christianity is declining while in poorer, less
developed countries, faith in Jesus is growing and thriving?
In 2 Chronicles 7, God tells Solomon that if His people are
humble, pray, and turn away from their sins and toward God
that He will forgive them and heal their land. Be humble, pray
and repent. This is the prescription for revival. Merriam
Webster defines humility as freedom from pride or arrogance.
Unfortunately, humility is not a character trait that is highly
valued in our society and seems to have been replaced with
self-promotion. Don’t believe me? Just scroll through social
media for a few minutes and you will see how true this is.

If we want to see revival happen in our community, it
starts with humility. It starts with putting God first and
putting other peoples’ needs ahead of our own, even if
they don’t believe what we believe. In fact, an important
part of humility is having the ability to consider someone
else’s opinion and the possibility that we may be wrong
on certain issues.
Personal Prayer:
As we pray for revival, let us first take a look inward and
ask God to reveal to us that places in our hearts have
become prideful. Revival starts inside each of us. If we
want to see our nation healed and faith in Jesus rise,
then it starts with us coming before God humbly on our
knees.
Spring Branch Prayer:
Pray that Spring Branch will humbly come before the Lord
in prayer and repent from anything that is keeping us
from living the life God has called us too.

Day 20
Vision
Read Psalm 139:1-4
God knows us better than we know ourselves. We need to
know where we are going. From the foundation of the earth,
God knew he would make us. On the day we took our first
breath He already had perfect, pleasing plans for us. He’s
known our every thought and looked upon our every action
with grace. We could not be more known than we are by our
heavenly Father. And there couldn’t be a better guide
through the chaos of this life than the Holy Spirit.
The world we live in constantly bombards us with attempts
to define who we are and what we should do. Advertisements
tell us what we need. Our jobs tell us how we should spend
our time and find a sense of self-worth. Our families and
friends often define us by what we’ve done or said in the
past. We need to know where we are going.
To be a person with healthy, life-giving boundaries starts with
being a person of vision. We need to know where we are
going, and the only place to get true vision and direction is
from the only One who truly knows you. God longs to be the
north on your compass. He longs to give you honest insight
into how he’s made you. He longs to give you a sense of how
he sees you and feels about you. And in receiving a revelation
of who you are you will be better equipped to follow his
leadership into his perfect and pleasing will.

Personal Prayer
When’s the last time you had a “vision” conversation with
God and asked Him where He wants you to go and what
He wants you to do? Today would be a great idea to ask
Him that and listen for where He leads you.
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that God would enlarge our boundaries and provide
for the vision He has given us.

Day 21
Seek God First
Read Matthew 6:33
There are so many things that clamor for our attention and
devotion: our jobs, our kids, our spouses, our hobbies—the
demands and distractions of life. And we have to be careful
not to let them become more important or more of a priority
than our relationship with God.
Anything can become a god to us—anything we worship or
put an excessive amount of time into. Even your feelings can
become a god if you allow them to control you. We need to
ask ourselves, am I bowing down to God and His Word or to
my feelings?
Another challenge we have to confront is living in a world full
of humanism and people not wanting God and His truth to
interfere with their lives and routines. It seems we have an
epidemic of selfishness in our world today, and this creates all
kinds of unhealthy situations.
For example, when people refuse to honor God and follow His
wisdom in their decisions, it causes them to become bogged
down with worry, resentment, and bitterness. Eventually it
shows up as sickness and disease in their bodies. And in our
culture, this behavior causes a decline in our moral standards
and attitudes.

Make it your goal to have a deep, intimate relationship
with God. Let Him into every area of your life. If you
constantly look to other people for answers and
validation, pray about this and ask the Lord to help you
stop doing that and instead look to Him. (See 1
Thessalonians 2:4.) As we live to please God, He promises
to bless our lives.
When you decide to serve God with your whole heart and
make Him first in your life, your soul will prosper, and your
joy and peace will increase. Remember to lean on Him
more than anything else, and tell Him, “God, I want to do
this, but I can’t do it without You.” He doesn’t expect you
to live for Him in your own strength or ability, and He
understands when you make mistakes.
Personal Prayer
Pray that you will put and keep God first in EVERYTHING!
Spring Branch Prayer
Pray that we will be a community that loves God, loves
others, and makes disciples of Jesus Christ.
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